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Prenote

Meaning of “pastoral” 

· Any dimension of human life that affects the mission of evangelization
· Hence the personal and communal, the economic and political, the cultural and social, the physical and intellectual, as well as the environmental dimensions of life.
· All these often have moral, religious, and spiritual implications that necessarily impact the human journey to God’s Reign.

· It is in this total human pastoral context where we embark on the journey of becoming a diocese or parish that is a “communion of communities”
N.B.  The Rome Declaration as a Source Document for this Presentation.

1. Responding to Violent Religious Extremism
· Violent religious extremism – a universal experience of major religions? Christian, Muslim, Jewish, Hindu, Buddhist, Shinto.

· ISIS affiliated violent extremists – a clear and present danger
· Ongoing recruitment and training
· The fatal lure of the Caliphat
· Support from the drug trade

· Disillusionment because of perceived government inaction on the final peace agreement
· Lessons from the Marawi War

· Terrorism in the name of God – distorting the God of Love and Compassion, distorting God’s revelation

· Muslim-Christian solidarity in Marawi

· Duyog Marawi
2. Searching for a just and lasting peace in Mindanao
· Understanding the root causes of the Bangsamoro Question

· The BBL as a peace agreement to rectify the “historic injustices towards the Bangsamoro

· Knowing and understanding the BBL

· Respecting the fundamental rights of Christians and Lumads

· Mutual biases and prejudices as perpetuating eventual flashpoints
· Rewriting Mindanao history to be inclusive, looking at history from the viewpoint of the original inhabitants, Lumads, Muslims
· Federalism – a true solution to the Bangsamoro Question?

· Praying for Peace – the message of Fatima
3. Utilizing IRD as the necessary road to lasting peace

· Interfaith dialogue based on the “Common Word between you and us”

· Lessons from the World Day of Prayer for World Peace

· Dialogue, yes; War, no.
· Instrumentalizing Religion for War

· The Bishops Ulama Conference (BUC) as an arena of interfaith dialogue towards peace

to be translated to the grassroot

· Encouraging and intensifying a Dialog of Life in the workplace, markets, schools

· Living separately divides; mixing freely in daily life unites
· Employing child formation and Intra-faith dialogue to reduce biases and prejudices and stereotyping

4. Understanding the Drug War
· Recognizing its nation-wide reality – a Duterte “fake news”? 
· UN Drug Report, 2011 – highest shabu (metamphetamin) abuse rate in East Asia – but lower than the global average

· US State Department report – 2.1% of Filipinos aged 16 to 64 use shabu
· Estimate of drug trade in the Philippines - $6.4 to 8.4 billion annually

· “Stop the killings” – Delegates of Socialist Progressive Alliance – disavowed by European Union – What is the Progressive Alliance?

· Personal testimonies on drug use at barangay levels.

· Recognizing its negative impact on families and personal lives

· Knowing the role of powerful people in the drug trade in building their underground economy and there “war chest” for elections
· Politicising media and survey reports on the drug war to build up dissatisfaction with the Duterte regime

· Pulse Survey, October 2017, 2nd Question – do you agree with the drug war of President Duterte? 88% yes.

· the silence of mainstream media on the 88% approval, highlighting the answer to 3rd question: do you believe that there are EJKs? 73%

· Rehabilitate rather than terminate – a false option? Terminate AND rehabilitate?

· Drug users, pushers, drug lords – not part of the communion of communities? “outsiders?” – Jesus and the parable of the straying sheep.

· Is the Church doing enough for them?  A parish model of drug rehabilitation (Tacurong parish, Archdiocese of Cotabato)

5. Understanding issues of human rights
· Ideologizing issues of human rights – position of groups aligned with the Left
· The case of Lumads and farmers – 

· Understanding charges of destroying Lumad schools and killing Lumads; Lumads versus lumads; military versus lumads
· Human rights reports – their ideological source, its history locations (the nature of “fact—finding missions”) 
·  The power of organized and internationally well-connected PR , its European outreach (the case of the “European Union” group, who are they?)
6. Taking a Stand on Martial Law in Mindanao 
· Marawi – a pretext for Martial Law? or a trigger to resolve ISIS and other Mindanao problems? What problems? Poverty and insurgencies?
· Understanding the fear of Martial Law

· Possible widespread violation of human rights versus actual

· Comparing Duterte and Marcos – Creeping authoritarianism versus actual dictatorship and the military suppression of dissent

· Fearing the extension of Martial Law to the Visayas and Mindanao – a reality-based fear? Are Duterte’s threat real?

7. Deconstructing President Duterte
· Two Dutertes, two language styles?

· Street language to Filipino audiences versus official language in actual decisions and policies.
· Criticism by foreign media and mainstream national media misplaced? 
· Focusing on the street language rather than on actual decisions and policies. “Read my lips” – read my decisions and policies

· The enduring popularity of President Duterte among Filipinos – why?
· The hope and the promise  of change – is there real change?

· Poverty and corruption as indicators? Expecting overnight results?
· A personal opinion on President Duterte  

8. Renewing the Church in Mindanao
· Retrieving and recommiting to the PCP-II Vision of Church

· Recollecting the nine major pastoral priorities of the Church to prepare for 2021 – the 500th year of Christianity in the Philippines 

· The Church as Communion (Community),  a participatory Church as fundamental dimensions of the PCP II vision

· the place of this year’s focus: “The parish as a community of communities”
Conclusion
· Becoming an inclusive communion of communities – building the Lord’s house

· It is the Lord who builds his own house, we are but co-workers

· Contemplation – a sine qua non of action
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